
MAN MAY DO SEVERAL THINGS AND STILL BE LOST 
John 12:42, 43 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
1. Being lost for all eternity will of course be a terrible event in ones life. 

  A. If for one reason or the other we are lost it might be in spite of the fact that we had 
  done several things in an attempt to be saved. 
2.  Countless numbers of people will be lost, not because they made no attempt at all   
 to be saved, but because their attempts were not good enough. 

  A.  The idea that some people have that only those who make no attempt at all to   
  be saved will be lost is a wrong idea. 
 B.  Man may do several things and still be lost. 

 3.  It is kind of like the hiker who takes all the precautions that he knows in order to keep 
 from getting lost in the woods, and then finds himself lost. 
 A.  He had done several things and still was lost. 
4.  In this lesson I want us to look at several things that a man might do and still be lost. 
 
BODY:  
1.  MAY HEAR AND BE LOST 
 A.  It is very possible that man hear countless numbers of times what he must do in  
  order to be saved and still find himself lost.  
  1.  I know that faith comes by hearing (Romans 10:17), but faith alone, or   
   hearing alone, will not save a man. 
  2.  Hearing and not doing is self-deception - James 1:21, 22. 
 B.  As it was true of the Jews in Antioch, in that hearing alone would not save them,  
  so it is today - Acts 13:44-46. 
2. BELIEVE AND BE LOST  
 A.  Here too, it is possible that man may believe in God and still be lost. 

   1.  This was true of the rulers spoken of in John 12:42, 43. 
 B.  If we are not convinced that these rulers were lost due to the fact that even though 
  they believed, they would not confess Christ lets look at Matthew 10:33. 
3.  MAY BE CONVINCED OF THE NECESSITY OF BECOMING A 
 CHRISTIAN, BUT STILL BE LOST 

  A.  Having the knowledge that one needs to become a child of God is great and, of  
  course, the first step in order to become one. 
  1.  But that’s all it is, the first step. 

  B.  No doubt we are all aware of the words of King Agrippa in Acts 26:28 - “Almost  
  thou persuadest me to become a Christian.” 
  1.  He was fully aware of the fact he needed to become a child of God.    
  2.  But that awareness did not save him. 
4.  ONE MAY BE BAPTIZED AND STILL BE LOST 
 A.  Being lost after being baptized can be brought on by being baptized for the wrong 
  reason. 
  1.  N.T. baptism is for the remission of sins, and if you have been baptized for  
   anything other than that then you are still lost - Acts 2:38. 

  B.  In Acts 19 we find an occasion of some people who were baptized with a baptism  
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   other than the baptism that is for the remission of sins in Jesus name - Acts 19:5. 
   1.  The baptism that is in the name of  Jesus is the baptism for the  remission of  

   sins - Acts 2:38; 22:16. 
   A.  Thus, even though they had been baptized they were still lost. 
5. MAY BE A DISCIPLE AND STILL BE LOST  
 A.  This is true of some because they turn back - John 6:66. 

  B.  The one who turns back is not fit for the kingdom of God - Luke 9:62. 
 6. MAY BE CLOSE TO THE LORD FOR A WHILE AND STILL BE LOST 

 A. It is very much possible for a person to be unusually close to the Lord and still be  
  lost. 
  1.  Judas was. 

  B.  We must endure unto the end in order to avoid being lost - 2 Peter 2:20-22. 
7.  A PERSON MAY BE “RELIGIOUS” AND STILL BE LOST 
 A.  The Pharisees were, but they were condemned - Matthew 23:33. 
8.  A PERSON MAY DO MANY WONDERFUL WORKS AND STILL BE LOST 
 A.  Matthew 7:21-23. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
1.  In conclusion, man may do many things and still be lost. 
 A.  But if he does the will of the Father, he will not be. 
 
 
 
 


